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 Minutes of Broxton & District Parish Council  
Annual or First meeting  

Monday 22nd May 2023 at 7.30pm. 
Held at Brown Knowl Methodist Church. 

PRESENT  

Chairman David Williams 
Derek Bell  Kathryn Borman Mark Henshall  Simon Poole  
Helen Rogers  Carol Shadbolt  Tim Vaughan  Steve Wild  
CW&C Cllr Mike Jones  
Public - 0 
 
1. Chairman 2023-3024 
23/001 Resolved – That David Williams be elected Chairman for 2023-2024, Cllr Williams signed the 
acceptance of office. 
 
2. Vice-Chairman 2023-2024 
It was agreed to defer this appointment until the July meeting. 
 
3. APOLOGIES 
Cllr David Houghton – recovering from operation.  

4. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Cllr Vaughan declared a pecuniary interest in Item 16 as the owner of the neighbouring land and confirmed 
he would leave the meeting and take no part in the discussion. 

5. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

No matters raised. 

6. MINUTES 

23/002 Resolved that the Council approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on the 27th 
March 2023.  

7. GENERAL POWER OF COMPETENCE 

23/003 Resolved - that the Parish Council hereby confirms it meets the eligibility criteria for adoption of a 
General Power of Competence as defined in the Localism Act 2011 and SI 965 The Parish Councils (General 
Power of Competence) (Prescribed Conditions) Order 2012.  
23/004 Resolved - that the Council adopted a General Power of Competence. 

8. TRAINING 

It was agreed training will take place for all councillors on Monday 26th June, from 7.30pm at Brown Knowl 
Chapel. 

9. PLANNING 

i) Planning Register & Applications  

Councillors noted the Planning Register as circulated from page 5 of the Minutes. 
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23/01010/FUL – Improvements to existing access point at Fields Farm – Fields Farm, Whitchurch Road, 
Broxton, CH3 9JR. 

It was agreed the Clerk contact CW&C planning and request an extension to allow additional time for 
Councillors to consider this application given its complexity and concerns regarding the A41. It was also 
agreed the Clerk should contact the applicant and request an explanation for the application. 
23/005 Resolved - that the Council delegate authority to the Clerk to submit comments in consultation 
with councillors once further information has been considered.  

22/00183/FUL – Conversion of existing smithy to single dwelling, including replacement of existing lean 
to – Cobweb Cottage, Nantwich Road, Broxton CH3 9JH 

23/006 Resolved - that the Council resubmit previously agreed comments: 
The Council supports the conversion of the dwelling and asks that strict conditions are put in place to 
retain the unique appearance and character of the Smithy. 
The Council asks that careful consideration is given to the site access due to the speed and nature of the 
road in that location. 

ii) Method of Dealing with Applications 

It was agreed to continue to circulate the notification of planning applications by email and for councillors 
to email the Clerk if the application requires consideration at a Council meeting until the July meeting 
when the procedure will be reviewed. 

10. ACCOUNTS 

i. Year End Account  

23/007 Resolved - that the Council approve the year end accounts as on page 7 of the minutes, noting the 
page reference correction identified by the Internal Auditor.  

ii. Accounts to Date 

23/008 Resolved - that the Council approve the accounts and payments to date as on page 8 of the 
minutes.  
23/009 Resolved - that the Council approve the following payments: 
Trudy Ryall-Harvey - Internal Audit 2023-2023 - £30 
Ann Wright – Salary March to May 27.5 hrs - £308.00 
HMRC – PAYE - £77.00 
Ann Wright – Office Expenses & Reimbursement - £50.16 

iii. Payroll 2023-2024 
23/010 Resolved - that the Council appoint Shire Accountants to undertake payroll duties for 2023-2024. 

iv. Subscriptions 

23/011 Resolved - that the Council join the Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society (£8). 

v. Risk Assessment 

It was noted the Risk Assessment recommends a review of assets before the next meeting; it was agreed 
Cllr Williams would accompany the Clerk to review the assets. 
23/012 Resolved - that the Council agree the risk assessment as circulated.  

vi. Community Grants 

23/013 Resolved - that the Council advertise for community grants to be agreed at the July meeting.  
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11. Audit  

i. Audit Summary 

23/014 Resolved that Council approved the audit summary as circulated including the asset register as on 
page 9 of the Minutes. 
It was agreed the Clerk would circulate the explanation of high reserves by email.  

ii. Internal Audit Report and Comments 

23/015 Resolved that Council accept the Internal Audit report, page 10 of the minutes.  

iii. Annual Governance Statement 

23/016 Resolved that Council answer Yes to questions 1 to 8, question 9 N/A and approved the Annual 
Governance Statement, page 11 of the minutes. 

iv. Accounting Statement  
23/017 Resolved that Council agree the accounting statement as on page 12 of the minutes book. 

0v. Exemption Certification 
23/018 Resolved that Council confirm it has met the requirements of the exemption statement, page 13 of 
the minutes and approve its being signed. 

12. MEETING DATES 2023-2024   

23/019 Resolved that the Council agree the following meeting dates for 2003-2024. 
31st July2023  25th September2023  27th November2023  29th January 2024  25th March2024  
20th May 2024. 

13. FIRE ENGINE HOUSE  

The Council agreed that a report should be produced which explained the process for selling the Fire 
Engine House as it was noted there is a procedure which would need to be followed including the calling of 
a Parish or Meeting of electors. In addition, the Report will touch upon the pros and cons of any sale and 
Councillors were asked to submit any views to the Clerk by email in advance of the July meeting.  

14. TRAFFIC CALMING OF A534 

It was noted this matter had been considered previously and the Highways had undertaken speed 
assessment of the road and had highlighted that speeds were higher for traffic travelling away from the 
Broxton roundabout. It was agreed the Clerk should contact Highways to confirm what funding they would 
put towards the installation of interactive signs which were estimated to cost between £12 and £15k each.  
23/020 Resolved that the Council formally write to Cheshire Police and request a speed camera be 
installed on the A534 to reduce speeding at the junction of Sherrington Lane. 

15. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN REVIEW  

It was noted that the Broxton & District Neighbourhood Plan Review had been made in November 2016 
and as such is almost 8 years old and was therefore overdue for a review noting the Plan itself had 
recommended it was reviewed every 5 years. In addition, it was suggested the Council should also look to 
develop a Design Code which would identify features which should be taken into account when planning 
applications are developed/submitted. It was understood that there is funding and support available to 
undertake the Review and Design Code development.  
The Clerk will seek volunteers from the community who wish to be involved along with Cllr Shadbolt and 
other interested Councillors.  
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17. NATIONAL TRUST EVENT  

It was noted that it had been planned to hold a community event with the National Trust but this had not 
taken place due to other commitments including the election, as such it was suggested that National Trust 
be contacted and discussion take place regarding providing residents with information about the 
management of the Hill and some form of family funday event, noting these may be 2 separate events.   
It was agreed Cllrs Borman, Vaughan and Williams would take a lead on this project. 

18. FOOTPATH PROJECT 

It was reported that it had been hoped a walk of the two proposed routes would have taken place before 
the meeting but that this had not happened, the Clerk had contacted the PROW officer to take part in the 
walk but had been advised he was due to leave CW&C, other officers at CW&C and the Mid-Cheshire 
Footpath Society had been contacted. It was agreed the date for the walk would be circulated as soon as 
possible after the meeting. 

19. ANNUAL REPORT 

23/021 Resolved that the Council agree the Annual Report as circulated be printed and distributed to 
every home in the Parish Council area and would cover the cost of delivery where required.  

16. PLANTING & BROWN KNOWL HEDGE 
Cllr Vaughan left then meeting and took no part in the following discussion. 
An apology was noted to Cllr Vaughan for the planting of the hedge across his gateway.  
Councillors noted the notes of the meeting with Highways Officers on Wednesday 17th May, page 14 of the 
Minutes. Cllr Poole and the Clerk will work on the licence submission which will include the Hedge.  
It was reported a meeting was scheduled with CW&C streetscene team regarding wildflower seeding of the 
verge at the junction of Sherrington Lane and Broomhill Lane and advice would be sought on how to 
prevent vehicles parking on the verge once seeded noting access is required to maintain the hedge.  
 
 
Meeting closed at 20.50hrs        
 
 

The next meeting of the Parish Council is scheduled for  
 Monday 31st July 2023, 7.30pm 

at  
Brown Knowl Methodist Chapel. 

 
 
 
 

Ann Wright 
23/05/23 
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Notes of informal meeting with CW&C Highways Officers – Brown 
Knowl  

Wednesday 17th May 2023. 

Present:  

CW&C Highways – Stuart Bateman (Principle Engineer), John Barnes.   
Broxton & District Parish Council –Simon Poole, Tim Vaughan, Ann Wright (Acting Clerk). 

Purpose of Meeting: To discuss hedge and planting schemes for Brown Knowl.  

The Highways officer stated that permission had not be granted for the hedge and although there had 
been discussions it had been stated that a licence would need to be applied for. Mr Bateman stated that he 
may not have granted permission for the hedge given the proximity to the telegraph pole and wires. He is 
willing to consider its approval as part of the roadside licence (section 115E) for planting of the verge area 
as a whole.  

Any permission will state the Parish Council will be required to remove the hedge if at any point in the 
future it is in the way for works to the telegraph pole. The Parish Council will also need to commit to the 
future maintenance of the hedge.  
It was agreed to carryout consultation with properties neighbouring and opposite the site to ensure 
residents support the scheme.  
It was noted the cost of a licence application is £100. 

The following information including of the hedge should be submitted to Highways: 

• List of plants/trees to be planted inc. expected heights. 

• Maintenance schedule inc. removal of fallen fruit.  

• Size and location of planters 

• Location of trees 
A list of plants which Highways would normally be permitted were circulated noting the majority of plants 
we wish to plant were not listed as they are edible. 

It was noted the proposed fruit trees are dwarf root stocks and can easily be managed to prevent 
overhanging of footways etc. 

Vehicle Access 

It was stated vehicular access was required into the field behind the green/phone kiosk. The Highways 
officer confirmed there is gate in situ which had been there for some time and although there is fence 
behind it. Highways would not take action to prevent this access and any planting would need to allow that 
access to continue. 

Broomhill Lane Verge 

Further planting schemes were discussed for this area. It was agreed to contact CW&C streetscene to 
discuss implementation of wildflower seeding.   
Cllr Poole to consider whether to undertake tree planting in this area, if tree planting does take place a 
further licence will be required.  
 

Ann Wright 
17/05/2023 

 
 


